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RESEARCH APPOINTMENTS 

CARNEGIE ENDOWMENT FOR INTERNATIONAL PEACE, Washington, DC 2024 – present 

Fellow for Korea Studies, Asia Program 

PRINCETON UNIVERSITY, Princeton, NJ 2022 – 2024 

Postdoctoral Research Associate, School of Public and International Affairs 

GEORGE WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY, Washington, DC 2021 – 2022 

Postdoctoral Research Fellow, Institute of Korean Studies  

COUNCIL ON FOREIGN RELATIONS, Washington, DC 2013 – 2015 

Research Associate, Korea Studies and Program on US-Korea Policy 

EDUCATION 

PhD in Political Science, Johns Hopkins University, Baltim`ore, MD 2021 

MA in Korea Studies, Yonsei University, Seoul, South Korea 2013 

BA with Honors in Anthropology, Davidson College, Davidson, NC 2007 

FELLOWSHIPS AND OTHER EMPLOYMENT 

George Washington Institute of Korean Studies, Non-Resident Fellow 2021 – present 

National Bureau of Asian Research, Non-Resident Fellow 2021 – present 

European Centre for North Korea Studies at the University of Vienna, Non-Resident Fellow 2022 – present 

Korea Economic Institute, Non-Resident Fellow 2021 – 2023 

Yonsei University, Visiting Scholar 2019 

University of Southern California, U.S.–Asia Grand Strategy Predoctoral Fellowship (declined) 2020 – 2021 

Pacific Forum CSIS, James A. Kelly Korea Studies Non-Resident Fellow 2015 – 2017 

Yonsei Journal of International Studies, Publishing and Design Editor 2012 – 2013 

International Organization for Migration (IOM) Research and Training Center, Field Researcher 2012 

PUBLICATIONS 

Books 

In progress  The Social Dynamics of Korean Foreign Policy 

2023 Across Seoul and Washington: The Multilevel Politics of the US–South Korea Partnership (editor), George 

Washington University Institute of Korean Studies 
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Peer-Reviewed Articles 

2024 “The Developmental Migration State,” with Erin Aeran Chung and Yunchen Tian. Journal of Ethnic and 

Migration Studies 50, no. 3: 637-656. 

2023 “Multicultural at the Meso-Level: Governing Difference within the Family in South Korea.” Pacific 

Affairs 96, no. 4: 701-722.  

2019 “Regulating Membership and Movement at the Meso-Level: Citizen-making and the Household 

Registration System in East Asia,” with Erin Aeran Chung and Yunchen Tian. Citizenship Studies 24, 

no. 1: 76-92 

2017 “The Strategic Rationale for Maritime Tension Reduction in the Yellow Sea,” with John K. Warden. 

The Washington Quarterly 40, no. 4: 183-197 

2016 “South Korea’s National Identity Crisis in the Face of Emerging Multiculturalism,” Georgetown Journal 

of International Affairs, 17, no. 1: 12-19. 

2015 “First Mover Responses to North Korean Instability: The Intervention-Legitimacy Paradox,” with 

Scott A. Snyder. International Journal of Korean Unification Studies 24, no. 2: 99–126. 

Book Chapters 

2019 “Multiculturalism as State Development Policy in Global Korea,” in Korea and the World: New Frontiers 

in Korean Studies, Gregg Brazinsky, ed. Lanham, MD: Lexington Books 

 “South Korea’s Migrant Policies and Democratic Challenges after the Candlelight Movement,” in On 

Korea: America Academic Paper Series 2019. Washington, DC: Korea Economic Institute of America 

2016 “Family Tradition: Modern Representation and the Ideal Woman in Kim Jong-un’s First Year,” in 

Change and Continuity in North Korean Politics, Adam Cathcart, Christopher Green, and Robert 

Winstanley-Chesters, eds. London: Routledge 

Working Papers 

 “Seeing Like a Sending State: Return Migration Policy at the Nexus of Geopolitics and Development,” 

with Harris Mylonas 

 “Generational Gaps and Foreign Policy Priorities: The Role of Transborder Networks in the US–

South Korea Alliance” 

 “Regime Trajectories under Strong Authoritarian Legacies: Chile and South Korea in Comparative 

Perspective,” with Maximiliano Véjares 

Policy Essays, Op-Eds, and Reports 

2024 “Korea-Latin America Partnership: A Keystone in the Architecture of Global Trade and Security” The 

Peninsula at the Korea Economic Institute of America 

 “In the Middle of It All: Unpacking South Korea’s Foreign Policy Priorities,” Roundtable in Asia 

Policy 19.1 

2023 “From 'Six Children per Woman' to 0.7: How South Korea Confronts its 'Population Cliff' and 

Shrinking Labor Force,” The Peninsula at the Korea Economic Institute of America 

2022 “Was Seoul’s Deadly Halloween Crush Preventable?” Monkey Cage at the Washington Post 

 “The South Korean Election’s Gender Conflict and the Future of Women Voters,” Asia Unbound at 

the Council on Foreign Relations 
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 “Middle Class Entrepreneurs and Socioeconomic Development in Kim Jong Un’s North Korea,” 

Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars and the National Committee on North Korea 

 “What President Yoon Suk-yeol’s Election Means for South Korean Democracy,” The Diplomat 

2021 “Reframing US-DPRK Nuclear Diplomacy,” Next-Generation Perspectives on Korean Peninsula 

Security, National Committee on American Foreign Policy 

 “The Politics of Implementing the Korean Comprehensive Military Agreement in the Maritime 

Domain,” Maritime Awareness Project, National Bureau of Asian Research 

2020 “Inter-Korean Relations and the Maritime Domain,” Maritime Awareness Project, National Bureau of 

Asian Research 

 “Biden Has Inherited a Nuclear North Korea,” The National Interest 

 “Joe Biden Plans to Freshen Up Barack Obama’s North Korea Policy,” The National Interest 

 “How Do Unification Politics Thwart Ending the Korean War?” The National Interest 

2017 “The Korean Pivot: Seoul’s Strategic Choices and Rising Rivalries in Northeast Asia,” with Scott A. 

Snyder and Sungtae Jacky Park. Council on Foreign Relations Discussion Paper 

2015 “Solving Long Division: The Geopolitical Implications of Korean Unification,” with Patrick M. 

Cronin, Van Jackson, Elbridge Colby, Richard Fontaine, David Eunpyoung Lee, Brian Kirk, and 

Hannah Suh, Center for a New American Security Report 

GRANTS AND AWARDS 

Research Travel Grant, Association of Asian Studies Northeast Asia Council ($1,500) 2023 

Next Generation Research Program Grant, Korea Foundation ($70,000) 2022 – 2023 

Fellowship for Dissertation Field Research, Korea Foundation ($12,000) 2019  

Foreign Language and Area Studies (FLAS) Fellowship, U.S. Department of Education ($15,000) 2018 

Nicole Suveges Fieldwork Grant, Johns Hopkins University Department of Political Science ($4,000) 2018 

Summer Research Grant, Johns Hopkins University Program in East Asian Studies ($2,000) 2017 

Summer Research Grant, Johns Hopkins University Department of Political Science ($1,500) 2017 

Yonsei University Program Award for Academic Excellence (highest GPA in program) 2013 

Yonsei University Ki Hyun Korean Studies Award ($9,000) 2012 

PUBLIC LECTURES AND PRESENTATIONS 

2024 “Making Sense of U.S. Policy Amid North Korea’s Strategic Shift, with U.S. Senior Official for the 

DPRK Jung Pak,” Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, Washington, DC 

2023 “Exploring Diplomacy through the Lens of Star Trek,” Johns Hopkins University Alumni Relations’ 

Lifelong Learning Lecture Series (virtual)  

 (in Korean) “Overseas Koreans Immigration Policy,” Kongju National University (South Korea) 

2022 “Diplomacy and Domestic Politics in the US-ROK Alliance: Patterns and Prospects,” International 

Academic Forum for the 140th Anniversary of Korea-U.S. Diplomatic Relations, George Washington 

University Sigur Center for Asian Studies  
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 “US Policy toward the Korean Peninsula,” VI Seminario Corea del Sur y América Latina, El Instituto 

de Estudios Avanzados de la Universidad de Santiago de Chile  

 “Immigration and Citizenship in South Korea,” Johns Hopkins School of Advanced International 

Studies 

 “South Korean Immigration and Citizenship: Diaspora Return Migrants and Marriage Migrants,” 

Institute for Modern Korean Studies Lecture Series, Yonsei University 

 “Making Migrants: Policy Community Dynamics in Immigration and Citizenship in South Korea,” 

Annual Soh Jaipil Lecture at the George Washington Institute of Korean Studies 

 “Taking Stock of North Korea’s Economy: Assessing the Impact of the COVID Lockdown,” 

National Committee on North Korea 

 “The Atlantic Alliance, the Indo-Pacific and Maritime Security,” Korea Institute for Maritime Strategy 

 “China-South Korea Relations in Uncertain Times,” the Jamestown Foundation 

2021 “Middle Class Entrepreneurs and Socioeconomic Development in Kim Jong Un’s North Korea,” 

Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars and the National Committee on North Korea  

 “The Korean Peninsula and the Maritime Domain: Peace or Conflict Zone?”, National Bureau of 

Asian Research 

2020 “Migrant Issues in South Korea,” Organization of American States, Washington, DC  

2019 “After the Miracle: The Present and Future of Korea's Economy and Society,” Institute for Korean 

Studies at Indiana University, Bloomington  

 “South Korea’s Migrant Policies and Democratic Challenges after the Candlelight Movement,” Korea 

Economic Institute of America (Washington, DC)  

 “Best Practices for Research and Writing in Political Science,” Johns Hopkins University East Asia 

Studies Undergraduate Thesis Seminar Series 

2018 “Media Representations of Women in North Korea.” Beyond the Nuclear Issue in North Korea: 

Partnerships for International Strategies in Asia, Elliott School of International Affairs at the George 

Washington University 

2016 “Georgetown Journal of International Affairs: Migration Issue Launch Event,” Georgetown 

University 

2015 “Tension Reduction on the Yellow Sea,” (presentation) and “Roundtable Discussion: Generational 

Perspectives on Korea Policy” (panelist), The Next Generation of Korea Experts Conference, the 

Brookings Institution 

MEDIA APPEARANCES AND MENTIONS 

New York Times, New York Magazine, Washington Post, Associated Press, the Financial Times, Voice of America, 

Radio Free Asia, CNBC, Deutsche Welle, Bloomberg News, The Diplomat, Arirang News, MBC News, Donga 

Ilbo, Korea Economic Daily, Nikkei Asia, Sirius XM 
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ACADEMIC CONFERENCE PARTICIPATION 

American Political Science Association Annual Meeting (2022, 2018), Korean Academic Association for 

Immigration Policy Studies Summer Conference (2019), American Grand Strategy and East Asia in the 21st 

Century, University of Southern California Korea Studies Institute (2020), World Congress for Korean Politics and 

Society, the Korean Political Science Association (2019, 2017), Exit Restrictions in Comparative and Historical 

Perspective Workshop, University of Toronto (2018), China-US Young Leaders Dialogue, China Institute of 

International Studies (2018), AAS-in-Asia, Seoul, South Korea (2017), Korea and the World: New Frontiers in 

Korean Studies at the George Washington University Institute of Korean Studies (2017), International Studies 

Association Annual Convention (2017, 2015), Joint East Asia Studies Conference, SOAS University of London 

(2016), Borders, Walls, and Violence: Costs and Alternatives to Border Fencing, the Raoul-Dandurand Chair at the 

University of Québec at Montréal (2016), Association of Borderlands Studies World Conference (2015)  

TEACHING 

Politics of Public Policy (Master’s-level) Fall 2022, 2023 

Princeton University 

Summer Study Abroad in South Korea (undergraduate), August 2022 

George Washington University with Spelman College 

Undergraduate Research Fellows Program (upper-level undergraduate) Fall 2021 – Spring 2022 

George Washington University 

North Korea, Identity, and International Politics (upper-level undergraduate) Spring 2020, Fall 2020 

Johns Hopkins University 

Understanding Diplomacy through Star Trek (undergraduate) Winter 2020, Winter 2021 

Johns Hopkins University 

MEMBERSHIP  

American Political Science Association, International Studies Association, Association for Asian Studies, National 

Committee on American Foreign Policy Next Generation Korea Peninsula Specialist, Chicago Council on Global 

Affairs Next Generation Changemakers, National Committee on North Korea 

SPECIALIZED METHODS TRAINING 

Political Networks Workshop 2018  

American Political Science Association  

Modules in Social Network Analysis and Theory, Network Analysis in R, Network Visualization, and Network Survey Data 

Institute for Qualitative and Multi-Method Research  2016 

Maxwell School of Citizenship and Public Affairs, Syracuse University 

Modules in Comparative Methods, Process Tracing, Elite Interviews and Archival Research,  

and Geographic Information Systems (GIS) 

LANGUAGES 

Korean, Spanish, French 


